7 e, 


_ 


Wo © >: 


AFA 


TOA. 


STUDENT 


AT THE | 


UNIVERSIPY- 


7 


Fixsr yxInTED In MDCCXVL+S 


FW | 4 1 * 
CP Ia P> * 
5 7 3 7 
i T 4 4 * 
: : 
4 D 


* 


oy 
8 
* 


* 
- 
* 


— 1 
— 
% f 
#4 
F 
* 4 
: N 
* on 
- 7 . 
+ 7 1 * — 
8 s 1 — abr + 3. ” BR * 
a — a 
mo _y n 
* 44 — — — —_— Wig af, ” ” W 
—_— r n ern "4 52 
* * 1.4 we” -#S 
* 
1 — . oy 77 * 
- 
* Ks . * 1 * * 2 
mY 4 
\ > + 
4 


ute ot Feb. 24h, e 


LN CEE) 

ACC EPT kindrohe-afn of 

your correſpondence, andchiefly, 
as it comes from you with hearuneſs, 
and (the beſt of characters) Siurxt- 
ciTy. Whenthis diſpoſition of heart 
attends our ſearches into learning and 
philoſophy ; we need not fear _ 
falſe way of wiſdom, which _— 
ture calls vain philoſophy. . When the 


55 14 2 improve- 


141 


improvement of our minds, and the 
advancement of our reaſon, is all we 
aim at; and this only to fit us for a 
perfecter, more rational, and worthier 
ſervice of Gop; we can have no 
ſcruples, whether or no the work be 
an acceptable one to him. But where 
neither our duty to mankind, nor 
obedience to our CRxRArox, is any 
nr e er objet'of our ftudies 
or exerciſes; be they ever ſo curious 
or" exquiſite,” they may be juſtly 
ſtile vain; and often the vainer, for 
carrying with them the falſe thew of 
excellence and ſuperiority. - 9g 
20 a en e e lee 
On this account, tho ere be no 
Ne learning more advantageous 
even e er i ity; than logicks, 
* 8 meta- 


„ 
metaphyſicks, and war we calk n= 
verfity-dearning ; yet nothing provea 
more dangerous to young minds un- 
forewarn' d, or, w hat is worſe, prez. 
in the ſolution. of thoſe riddles: of the 
ſchool- men, who, in the laſt ages of 
the church, found out a effectual 
phy, and render reaſon; and philoſo- 
phy ridiculous, under chat ee 
had put on it. If your circuinſtanc 
or condition ſuffer you to enter wm | 
the world by a univerſity; well is 
it for you, that you have ee w 
bern prepatietſionss: 17 Ot 
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ent you Mr. Lock's gay of bumane 
andorfanding ; which may as well 
qualify for bufineſs and the world, 
as for. the fciences and a univerfity. 
No one has done more towards the 
world, and into the company of the 
better and politer ſort; who might 
well be aſhamed of it in its other 
above all 1 wonder to bear him cen- 
fured ſo much by any church of Exc- 

and bringing the uſe of it ſo much 
into religion; when it is by 'this 
only that we fight againſt the enthu- 


Our 
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als, and repel the great enemies of 
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our. church. *Tis by this weapon 
ries, who in the laſt age broke in ſo 
foully upon us, and are now (pre- 
tendedly at leaſt) ann 
ame : 


Ryerho! Lee was cara 
in theſe truly happy times eſteem 
our church as wholly out of danger; 
yet ſhould we hearken to thoſe men, 
who diſclaim this uſe of reaſon in re- 
ligion, we muſt lay. ourſelves open 
afre{-to all phanaticks. For what 
elſe is PHanaTicisM ? Where does 
the ſtreſs of their cauſe lie? Are not 
ſpirit; their unexprefſible pretended 
a, apprehenſions, and lights 
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within; their inſpirationsin-prophe- | 

cy, tempore prayer, preaching, Sc. 
are not theſe, I ſay, the foundations, 
Are: nat our cald dead reaſonings, (as 
they call them,) a reproach and 
ſtumbling · block to them; if you will 
believe their leaders, who are inſtant- 
giſts and ſpirits, and ſupernatural 
che teſt of cool reaſon and deliberate 
examination? And can we thus give 
up our cauſe, by giving up reaſon'? 


Shall we give them up our TII- 
LOTSONs, our BAR ROS, our CHIL- 
LINGWoRTHsS,out HaMmon os? For 
what leſs is it to give up this way of 
au F by thoſe con- 
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is the ſpirit of ſome men in contro- 
verſial matters. A certain noted 
clergy- man of learning and ability, 
and great reputed zeal, a great ene- 
my of maſter Lock, has (as T am 
lately told) turn'd rigid Calviniſt, as 
to all the points of | Predeſtination, 
Free- grace, &c. and not only this 
clergy- man, but ſeveral more in the 
univerſity of that bigh party, who ran 
as high in oppoſition to Cauvinism 

but one reign or two ſince. The rea- 
biſhops and dignified church- men, 
(the moſt worthily and juſtly digni- 
fied of any in any age, ) are, as they 
ever were, inclinable to moderation 


in ae * calviniſtict * But 
13 | | they 
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they are (044179 eee eee 
«oro areal AW +, 


u illas lachrymae. 


e taleration, e 
e (as our Quxxx nobly and 
Chriftianly ſaid it, in her ſpeech a year 
or two ſince:) and this is itſelf in- 
tolerable with our high gentlemen, 
who deſpiſe the gentleneſs of their 
lord and maſter, and the ſweet mild 
government of our Quzzx, prefer- 
ring rather that abominable blaſphe- 
mous repreſentative of church power, 
attended with the worſt of temporal 
governments, as we fee it in perfec- 
tion of each kind in Francs. From 
this, and from its abettors of every 
kind and in every way, I pray Gob 
| * | deliver 


* 
deliver us, whilſt we are duly thank- 


ful for what in his providence he has 
already done towards it, and to the 
happineſs and glory of our excellent 
Quzex and country. So farewel. 
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NINCE- ep pſobtintinglines 
you fo ſtrongly towards univerſi- 
Ht an your ſound exerciſe of 
your reaſon, and the integrity of your 
heart, give good aſſurance againſt the 
narrow principles, and contagious 
manner of thoſe corrupted places, 
whence all noble and free principles 
ought rather to be propagated; I 
ſhall not be wanting to you on my 
part; when I ſhall ſee the fruit of 
your ſtudies, life, and converſation, 
anſwerable to thoſe good ſeeds of 
nga you ſeem to carry in vou. 
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-Y eee "Ou of rea- 
ſon and free thonght. Your piety and 
virtue, Tknow, you will always keeps 

eſpecially ſince your deſires and na- 
tural inclinations are towards fo ſeri 
ous a ſtation in life, which others un- 
dertake too ſli a e a without * 
ber e their hearts. R 

Pray Gop direct - i 
your good beginnings, and in the 
Practice of virtue and religion; aſſur- 
ing yourſelf, that the higheſt princi- 
ple, which is the love of Gop, is beſt 

-attainied not by dark ſpeculations and 
montiſb philoſophy, but by moral prac- 
tice, and love of mankind, and a ſtudy 
f their intereſts: the chief of 1 


nn * Jo 


1 24 J 
mnttherwhichoniyraiſes theln above 
the degree of brutes, is freedom of 
reaſon in the learned world, and good 
government and liberty in the civil 
world. Tyranny in one is ever ac. 
companied, or ſoon followed, by ty- 
ranny in the other. And when ſla- 
very is brought upon a people, they 
are ſoon reduced to that baſe and 
brutal ſtate, . 
1 and morals. 


a eee 3 for. God, or 
religion, muſt be ſupported by real 
love for mankind : and love of man- 
kind cannot confiſt but with a right 
knowledge of man's great intereſts, 
and of the only way and means, 


— tr 
which 


L us 1 
which God and nature has made 
neceſſary and eſſential to his manly 
dignity and character. They there- 
fore, who betray theſe principles, 
and the rights of mankind, betray re- 


eee eee 


your good friend to ſerve you. 
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RU Lx, if your heart-corre- 
4 ſpond intirely with your pen; 
principles you have expreſs d; I 
cannot but have a great — 
n eee S 


e EG not, that J ſuſpect you of 
fo mean a thing, as hypocriſy or af- 
fected virtue: I am fully fatisfied 
you mean and intend what you write. 
But alas! the misfortune of youth, and 
not of youth merely, but of humane 
nature, is ſuch; that it is a thouſand 
times eaſier to frame the higheſt ideas 
FX 1 of 


( #2 
of virtue and goodneſs, than to prac- 


tiſe the leaſt part. And perhaps 
this is one of the chief reaſons, why 
virtue is ſo ill practiſed; becauſe the 
impreſſions, which ſeem ſo ſtrong at 
firſt, are too far rely'd on. We are 
apt to think, that what appears ſo fair, 
and ſtrikes us ſo forcibly, at the firſt 
view, will ſurely hold with us. We 
launch forth into fpeculation ; and 
after a time, when we look back, and 


ſee how ſlowly practice comes up to 


t; we are the ſooner led to deſpon- 
dency, the higher we had e our 


0 a 3 to reſtrain 
yourſelf within due bounds; and to 
_— your contemplation to what 

B you 
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you are capable of practiſing. For 
there is a fort of ſpiritual ambition : 
and in reading thoſe truly divine au- 
thors, whom you have ſometimes 
cited to me, I have obſerved many 
to have miſcarried by too fervent 
2 . e 


Glad Lam, 3 that you are 
not one of thoſe dull ſouls, that are 
uncapable of any ſpiritual refinement. 
1 rgoice to ſee you raiſe yourſelf 
above the rank of ſordid and ſenſual 
ſpirits, who, tho' ſet apart and deſ- 
tin d to ſpirituals, underſtand not, that 
there is any thing Preparatory to it, 
beyond a little ſcholarſhip and know- 
ledge of forms,” I rejoice to ſee, that 


you 
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you think of other preparations, and 
another diſcipline of the heart and 
mind, than what is thought ofamongſt 
that indolent and ſupine race of men. 


Jou are ſenſible, I perceive, that 


here is another ſort of ſtudy, a pro- 


3 meditation, which becomes 
' thoſe, who are to ſet an example to 

; 3 and fit chemſelves to ex- 
pound and teach thoſe ſhort and ſum- 
mary precepts, and divine laws, de- 
liver'd to us in poſitive commands 
by our ſacred LxOISLArox. 


Tis our buſineſs, and of all, as ma- 
- Ny as are raiſed in knowledge above 
the poor illiterate and laborious vul- 
* — as mw as = 


reaſons 


T = J 
*reaſons of thoſe la ws; their conſent 
with the law of nature; their ſuitable- 
neſs to ſociety, and to the peace, hap- 
-pineſs, and enjoyment of ourſelves. 
Tis there alone that we have need 
of recourſe to fire and brimſtone, and 
-what other puniſhments the divine 
-goodneſs (for our good) has conde- 
ſcended to threaten us with; where 
the force of theſe arguments cannot 


Our buſineſs within ourſelves, is 
to ſet ourſelves free, according to 
that perfect law of liberty, which we 
are bid to look into. And I am de- 
lighted to read theſe words from you, 
vi. that we are made to contem- 
ach and love Gop intirely, and with 
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T3 a 
a ſrer and voluntary love. But this, 
you well ſee, is a myſtery too deep 
for thoſe ſouls, whom you converſe 
with, and ſee around you. They 
have ſcarce heard of what it is to 
combat with their appetites and 
ſenſes. They think themſelves ſuf- 
ficiently juſtified, as men; and. ſuffi- 
cientiy qualified, as holy men, and 
teachers of . RELIG10N.;. if they can 
compaſs matters, by help of circum- 
ſtances and outward fortune, ſo as 
happily to reſtrain theſe luſts and 
appetites of theirs within the bounds 
of ordinary human laws. | Hence 
thoſe allurements of external object (as 
you, well remark). they are ſo far 
from declining, that they rather raiſe 

and advance them by all poſlible 
means, without fear of adding fuel 
| 43 - | to 


| 22 J 
to their inflam'd deſires, in a heart, 
which can never burn towards God, 
* thoſe other fires are extinct. 


80 gun, that ſince you know 
this better way, this chaſte and holy 
diſcipline, you may ſtill purſue it, 
with that juſt and pious jealouſy 
over your own heart, that neither 
your eyes, nor any of your ſenſes, 
may be led away to ferve themſelves, 


or any thing, but that CaezaTos, 


who made them for his ſervice, 
and in whom alone is happineſs and 


ae and ſhall be glad 


= hear fill of you 
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H AVE received yours every 
week, and am highly fatisfied 
with your thoughts : not doubting 
but they are truly your own and na- 
tural, as teh en manner of ex. 
have you — an intire en and 
deliver your ſentiments ſtill nakedly, 
and without art or ornament. © For 
it is the heart 1 look for: and tho- 
the ornaments of ſtile are what you 
are oblig'd to ſtudy and practiſe on 
other occaſions; the leſs you regard 
em, and the greater ſimplicity you 
B 4 | diſcover 


—— a Erie — G4 dtc teh ens Tr 


[ 2+] 
diſcover in writing privately to my- 
ſelf, the greater my ſatisfaction is, 
and the more becoming the part 
you have to 440 


* 


= was rh oo pleas d with 
your thoughts and reaſonings on 
CHRISTIAN. LIBERTY, and the zeal 
you ſhew for that noble principle, by 
which we. ceaſe, to be ſlaves and 
drudges in religion; and, by being 
reconciled to our duty, and to the 
excellence of thoſe precepts and in- 
junctions, which tend abſolutely to 
our good and happineſs in every re- 
ſpect, we become wah an corps and 
an, GOD. 


A mind thus releaſed and fe 5 
liberty, 


a 


L 25] 
liberty, if it once ſees its real good, 
will hardly be deprived of it, or diſ- 
hearten'd' in the purſuit, whiatever- 
diſcouragement ſurrounds it. Tis 
the inward enemy alone can ſtop it. 
For when à mind, ſet free from vo- 
luntary error, and ſelf-darkening con- 


ceit, aſpires to what 1s generous and 


deſerving ; nothing, but What is vile 
and ſlaviſh from within, can deaden 
it: nothing, but a baſe love of in- 
ward ſlavery, and an adherence to 
our vices and 2 18 able REN 
eſſect chi. 1 


"a 4 who: are ca 408 
nerate, this ſubmiſſion is wholly vo- 
luntary. Self- intereſt leads them; 
whether it be a private one of their 

. | own; 


——ͤ—ũ—Ej — — 
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with ſome fattiovor party, to the ſup- 
portof remporal ends. In this caſe it 
carries a ſpecious ſhew of public good; 
whether it be in Cyvrcn or STATE. 
an open denyal of reaſon, and of a 
barefac'd oppoſition to- we et 
ſearch" ENG >: HOW 


wy RI tis mere oth and e 
neſs, or ſordid appetite and luſt, which 
fin and ignorance, fits them for poli- 
tical ſervitude by moral proſtitution. 
For when the tyranny of luſt and paſ- 
fron can be indulgently permitted, 
and even eſteemed a happineſs ; no 
2 ROY of thought be in Httle 
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ray —- 
regarded, or rather look d upon withi 
un On 549) 


Foe one e e 
one ſlavery helps and miniſters to 
another. Vice miniſters to ſuperſti- 
tion; and a gainful miniſtreſs ſhe is; 
ſuperſtition, on the other hand, re- 
turns the kindneſs, and will not be 
ungrateful. Superſtition ſupports 
perſecution, and n _ 


ſtition. 


Vs 


Vice and intemperance is but an | 


128 J 
reaſon, the knowadle, the intelligible; the 
divine part is perſecuted and impri - 
ſon d. Thoſe, who ſubmit to this 
tyranny, in- time, not only come to 
like it, but plead for it, and think 
the law of virtue n and a- 


So in theabfolue Mm 10 
the world: nations, that ſubmit. to | 
arbitrary rule, love even their form 
of government; if one may call that 
like vice itſelf, knows neither law 
nor order. 


Fe | 915 

In this ſtate the mind helps for- 

ward the ill work. For when rea- 

ſon, as an antagoniſt to vice, is be- 
N come 


* 
© © 


L 29 1 

once loſt her intereſt with the ſoul, 
by oppoſing every favourite paſſion; 
ſhe will then be ſoon expell'd ano- 
ther province, and lie under ſuſpicion 
for everyattempt ſhe makes upon the 


mind. She is preſently miſcall'd and 


her own proper dominions, ſhe is 


abus d. She is thought notional in 
the underſtanding, bimſical in com- 
pany, ſeditious in the ſtate, beretical 
in the church. Even in philoſophy, 


look d upon as none of the beſt com- 
panions: : and here alſo authority is 
7 „ e as the moſt ne 


This we akin ws e 
"Mat where wit and. ſenſe, 


however, are not wanting, nor learn-- 
1 | | in g ; 


i at the bottom of all this, is eaſily 


. 


[ % ] | 
ing of a certain kind. So that what 


ſeen. by thoſe, who ſee thoſe places, 
to obſerve manners and morals. 


at all in 58 thoſe fordid yices 
of loth, lazyneſs, and intemperance. 


This makes way for ambition: for 


Sow ſhould theſe be fo illuſtriouſſy 
maintained and vindicated, without 
Hrage of authority? hence it is that 


treated in thoſe. places; and that 
temperance and virtue are look'd 
upon with-an evil eye, as phanatirally 
analin d. For who, that is morally free, 


Ea 
can ſee truth thus held, reaſon. and 
ingenuity ſuppreſs d, without ſome 
ſecret abhorrence and amm 


But this you are 83 ee 

of; nor can you miſcarry, or be 
turn d aſide by impoſture, or aſſum- 
ing formality and pride of any kind. 
You know your liberty: uſe it, and 
be free. But uſe it as becomes you; 
ſion, as to outward carriage. Tis 
the in ward man, chat is to be reliev d 
and reſcu'd from his chains. Others 
need not ydur admonition: nor 38 
this your duty; but far contrary. 
Preſerve yourſelf from the contagion, 
and n a great taſk it 48:3 
and 


— — — — TIS . K ⁵⁰ wVÄ |. 2 


and will appear ſo to you; if you are 
hearty in it, and concern'd for the 
thing itſelf, not the appearance. For 
the inclination towards rebuke and 
rectifying of others, which feels like 
zeal in us, is often the deceit of 
pride and felf-conceit, which finds 
this way to ſcreen itſelf, and ma- 
e undiſcovered. 55 


Kor your virtue and honeſty to 
yourſelf: for if it be truly ſuch, it 
will be in no pain for being kept ſe- 
-cret. And thus you may be ſafe, 
to others. Learn to diſcourſe, and 
-reaſon with yourſelf, or as you ho- 
neſtly do, in letters to me. Trouble 
not others; nor be woke to ſhew 

pour 


E 1 

your ſentiments, and betray noble 
and generous truths to ſuch, as ean 
neither bear them, nor thoſe, whom 
they ſuſpect to be in poſſeſſion of 
Mind a which 3 is a en * | 
all, liberty: and ſubdue” early your 
own temper and appetites. Twill 
then be time for higher ſpeculations, 
when thoſe wandring imaginations, 
vain conceits, and wanton thoughts 
of youth, are mortify'd andfubdu'd: 
Religion then will have no enemy 
oppoſed' to her; and, in ſpite of ſu- 
perſtition, and all ſpiritual tyrannies 
of the world, will ſoon be found a 
mw taſk, the pleaſanteſt of all lives, 
* cue 
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this is always permitted you. This 
you can be employ'd in every hour; 
even when books and privacy are de- 
ny'd you, and buſineſs and. atten- 
dance requir'd. The more you are 
a ſervant in this ſenſe, the more you 
will partake of that chief liberty, 
which is learnt by obedience and 
ſubmiſſion. And thus even they, 
who perhaps, by their haughtineſsand 
harſhneſs, would render you a ſlave, 
and awe you into ſervile thoughts, 
will moſt of all contribute to your 


3 1 their ſad example, 
they 


1 * 1 


dchey teach you (in meekneſs ſtill and 
humility), to deteſt the more their 
narrow, perſecuting, and bitter ſpi- 
Tit, ſupported by their vices,; and 
that Yyranny can never be exer cis d, 


Be aſſured therefore, that where 
the heart diſdains this original corrup- 
tion, the mind will be its friend; and 
by delivering it from all ſpiritual 
bondage, will qualify it for a further 
Progreſs ; rewarding virtue by itſelf. | 

For of VIX rug there can be no RE- 
WARD, but of the ſame kind with it- 
ef nothing can be ſuperadded to 
it. And even heaven itſelf can be 
no other than the addition of grace 
„„ 


may ſtill more and more compre- 
hauend che chief Vin rv, and higheſt 


=. 4 | , the proer and diſpenſer of 
u: to whom I commit you; and 


ledge to knowledge; by which we 
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e . E R V. 
OT eee ness 
WA S that morning thinking 
With myſelf what was become 
of you; and almoſt reſolv'd to have 
you enquir'd of at your father's ; 
when I received your very ſurpriz- 
ing letter, which brought ſo good 
an account of. yourſelf, and a proof 
how well you. had ſpent your time, 
n this your long filence. 


| "Twas a 1 * I 


ſhould happen once to ſpeak to you 


of the Greek language ; ; when you 
_ aſked concerning the TOO 


m— Yr AO —ü—ü—äj . 
. 


ſe 
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karning, and the ſource and foun- 
tain of thoſe lights we have, whether 
in morality or divinity. It was not 
poſſible for me to anſwer you deceit- 
fully or Tightly. I could not but 
point out to you where the ſpring- 
head lay. But as well as I can re- 


member, I bad you not be diſcou- 


raged: for by other channels, deri- 
ved from thoſe fountains, you would 
de Tufficiently fupply'd with the 
knowledge neceſſary for the ſolemn 
. TOA ed pope "ao, 


You hearkened to me, it ſeems, 
with great attention and belief; and 
did reſolve to take no middle way. 
But little could T have thought, that 
your dard to have made your at- 


. 
\ 
\ 


\ 1 


E | 
drawing in your forces, and collect 
of yaur precious time, for what lay 
on this hither ſide. But ſince Goo 
would have it ſo; ſo be it: and I 
pray Gon proſper you in your daring 
attempt, and bleſs you with true mo- 
deſty and ſimplicity in all the other 
endeavours and practices of yout 
lite, as you have had courage and 

"Ow boldnaft . one. 1 


ad ſo, an tet, 
happen, by. the ſame good provi- 
dence; ſince at the inſtant that you 
hep the reg Po Ie fal- 


643 you der by your lens, 
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. uicrvs's Comment be your delight; 
even that alone is a ſufficient earneſt 
as of your mind's ; if ſuch a diftinc- | 
tion may well be made: for alas | 
All chat we call improvement of our 
all learning or whatever elſe, either 
has not a direct tendency to render 
2 us bonefter, milder, juſter, and better, 
is far from being juſtly ſo called. 
And even all that philoſophy, which 
is built on the compariſon and com- 
pounding of ideas, 'complex, implex, 
reflex,-and all that din and noiſe of 
dy and ſcience of nature calld\natu- 
en e . 


n 


4 Þ 
high contemplations--of ſtars and 
ſpheres and planets; and all the other 
inquiſitive curious. parts of learning, 
provements of the mind, that with- 
out the utmoſt care they ſerve only 
to blow it up in conceit and folly, 
and render men more 0 in their 
r and vices. Sn 
uy 

And PR 8 8 | 
a ſmall piece of true learning, which 
_ SIMPLICIUS and Erierzrus. Tis 
the table (or picture,) f Capzs:the 
Socratict, and elder diſciple of PLa- 
ro. This golden piece I wou d have 
5 you beh. . by heart; the 
. | Greek 


* & 
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Greek too being pure and excellent. 
mus learning from that, which falſſy 
paſſes under the name of wiſdom and 


2 | F 1 


As for d _ ks 8 1 * 
not wiſh you, as yet, to go beyond a 
e or two; and let thoſe be 
the ft and ſecond Alcimiabes. For 
now I will direct and aſſiſt you all I 
can, that you may gradually proceed, 
and not meet with ſtumbling- blocks 
in your way, or what, te at 
OI Oy NE 

-Read theſe W again 1204 a 
e ſor a while the reading of 


EPICTETUS : 


[ 3 } 
us: and read of Marcvs. 
AnToxInus only what you perfectly 
underftand. Look into no commen= 
tator ; tho” he has two very learned 
ones, GarAK ER, and Cs AU: and 
by no means ſtudy or ſo much as 
think on any of the paſſages, that 


create any difficulty or hefitation + 


but, as I tell you, keep to the plain 
and eaſy paſſages, which you may 
mark or write out, and ſo uſe on 


occaſion, as you walk or go about. 


For I reckon you are a good im- 
prover of your time, and that you 
manage every moment to advantage; 
elſe you could never have thus fad- 
denly advanc'd D tar as s you have 
done. POR 
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Zut, in this caſe, you muſt take 
eee by moving and 


uſing exerciſe; which makes me 
ſpeak of walking. For the mind 
body does. And ſtudents, who are 


hurt both their health and temper. 
The latter of which has a fad influ- 
ence on their minds; and makes 
them like ill veſſels, ſour whatever 
is put into them, tho' of ever ſo good 
a kind. For never do we more need 


a juſt chearfulneſs, good humour, or 


alacrity of mind, than when we are 
contemplating Goo and VIRTuE. 
So. that it may be afſign'd as one 
cauſe of the auſterity and harſhneſs of 
ſome men's divinity, that in their ha- 
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roſe and ſour temper, which they 


make the idea of Gop ſo much after 
the 12 8 8 of 1 ee be ere 


But, as 15 was fie concerning 
your progreſs ; tis better for you to 


read in a ſmall compaſs what is good 


and excellent, and of eaſy an 
tion, (without ſtop or difficulty, as 
to the e than W 


* 


Y * 22 2 4 


And We Here asto 
three of your authors mentioned, and 
ſet your bounds; I proceed to the 
fourth, which is Lueran; with whom, 
for a very different reaſon, I would 
"® N | have 
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Have you alſo read but here and there. 
For tho he is one of the politeſt of 


writers of the latter age ; he only has 


det himſelf out like. the jc in the 
able, with the ſpoils of thoſe excel- 


ent and divine works by way of dia- 


Aue: (which was the way, that an- 
cd all the philoſophers wrote 

in ;) moſt of which works are now 
Joſt and -periſhed : and I fear the 
true reaſon why Lucian was preſer- 
ved, inſtead of any of the other, was 


becauſe of the envy of the Chriſtian 


church, which ſoon began to be ſo 
corrupt; and. finding this author to 


be fo truly profane, and a ſcoffer of 
«his own. and all religions, they were 


-contented to bear his immorality and 


A ſtile and manners, only for 
the 


[nl 
the ſatisfaction of ſeeing. the Heathen 
_ religion ridiculed by a Heathen, and 
the good and . pious writers (unjuſt- 

y ſtyl d profane) moſt monſtrouſly 
abus d by a wretch, who was truly 

che moſt profane and impious ; and 
who, at the ſame time, even in the 
pieces that are leſt of him in the ſame 
book, treats both Moss and our 
Saviour, and the whole Chriſtian 
religion as contemptibly as he does 
his own. Therefore, as his dialogues 
of his courtezans are horridly vicious 
and licentious, and againſt all good 
manners; and as his dialogues of the 
gods are mere buffoonry, and his 
abuſe of Pla ro, Sockarks, and the 


rveſt af thoſe divine Heathens as un- 


* and wicked, as e are 
mean 


* : 
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mean and ridiculous; I would not 
by any means have you to learn Greek 
at ſuch a coſt. There are ſome dia- 
logues bound up, which are not of 
Lvcran's : and theſe are the beſt. 
One concerning the Cynicks (whom 
he elſewhere fo abuſes) is of that 
number, as I take it: and ſome plea- 
ſant treatiſes 8 are Sec all in 
mow ans ek 

"Dix here is on great and effentia 
matter of the laſt conſequence to our 
ſouls and minds, to keep them from 
the contagion of pleaſure. And to 
ſhew-you, chat Tjam not by this an 
imitator of the ſevere aſcetick monaſ- 
tick race of divines, or an admirer of 
any thing, that looks like neftraint 
g in 


L. F 
in knowledge, or learning, or 
lation; conſider of ' this that I am 
going to ſay to you; and carry your 
reflection as far back, as to that firſt 
little glimmering of ingenuity, which 
ſhew'd itſelf in you in your child- 
hood; I mean the art of painting.” 
Had you been to have made one of 
thoſe artiſts of the nobler kind, who 
paint hiſtory, and actions, and na- 
ture; and had you been ſent by me 
into ITaLy, or elſewhere, to learn the 
ſtile and manner of the great maſters; 
what advice, think you, ſhould” 1 
have given you; I ſay, bat advice? 
not as a Chriſtian, or philoſopher; or 
man e virtue; but merely as a lover 
of the art; ſuppoſing I had ever been 
of a very vicious life; and had had no 


L 58, J 
ather end in ſending you abroad, 


than to have procur d pictures, and 
have got you a maſterly hand in 
that kind, and to have employed it 
aſterwards for my own ule, and for 
the ornament of my houſe: moſt 
certainly my advice muſt have been 
this: (and thus. any other maſter or 
patron of common ſenſe . an 
men. ine Nei. 


Sh i lean what 
« is excellent and beautiful in the 
way of painting. You, will go 
4 where there are many. pictures of 
* many different hands, and quite 
Lou will find many judges of dif- 
« ann: 


« ters, 
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* ters, che worſt pieces, the worſt files 
© and manners will have their ad- 
« mirers. How is it you ſhould 
« form your reliſo? By what 
means ſhall you come to have 
« right admiration yourſeif and 
« praife and imitate only what is 
«truly exquiſite and good in the 
« kind ? If you follow: your ſud- 
« den fancy and bent; if your fix 
your eye onchat which moſt ſtrikes 
« * and pleaſes Jour: ar the firſt fight; 
bee U You will 
© gay, Golifh fancy ee lewd 
< tawdry piece of dawbing: will 
make a ſtronger impreſſi on on you, 
than the moſt majeſtick chaſte 
5 D 2 14 piece 


| 
| 
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ee piece of the ſobereſt maſter; and 
ec a FLemisn, or a. FRENCH manner 
© wall more prevail with you, than a 
5 true e, 


* 


0 How ſhall we — then 8 
ec caſe ?—Why even thus: (for what 
x way is there elſe?) make it a ſo- 

e jemn rule to yourſelf, to check 
< your own eye and fancy, which na- 


© rurally leads to gaich: and tum it 


<« ſtrongly on that, which it cares 
64 not at firſt to dwell upon. Be ſure 
that you paſs by on every occa- 
<« fion, whatever little idle piece of 
E a negligent looſe kind may be apt 
© to detain your eye ; and fix your- 
« ſelf upon the nobler, more maſ- 
60 n. and ſtudied pieces of ſuch, 
Ce as 
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1 
te ag were known VIX TVosos, and 
ce admired by all ſuch. If you find 
f * no grace or charm at the firſt 
; looking; look on; continue to 
obſerve all, that you poſſibly can: 
ce and when you have got one glimpſe; 
« improve it; copy it; cultivate 
« the idea; and labour, till you have 
cc work'dyourſelf into a right TASTE, 
« and form d areliſm and underſtand- 
“ ing of what is truly” gener in 
60 the mt Hoe $0 


This is what any Soi maſter 
or patron of common good ſenſe 
would have ſaid to you; upon your 
_ enterprize on painting: and this is 
what I 'now” ſay to you, on your 
1 enter prize on KNOWLEDGE and. 
D 3 LEARN- 


dene, Thi is the gebn 1 
ory out do you againſt plegſure, to 
deware of thoſe paths, which lead to 
a wrong knowledge, a wrong judg- 
rr 


Your — ww Wah ws 
know Gov and gootnek, in which 
good. The way to this is not to put 
out your eyes, or hood-wink-yourſelf, 
or lie in the dark, expecting to ſee 
deſiring to road Once, che good 
. You ſhall not only; by my con- 


AM Caous 
8 pn Ei himſelf, 
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himſelf; who was 4 Heathen, and writ 
zealoully againſt the Chri/idhs, hort 
Oktoty defends. So far am 1 from 
bidding you fly heretical, or Heathen 
books, where good manners, bonel⸗ c 
ty, and fair reaſon ſhew them 

But where vice, ll manners, abufive 
wit, and buffoonty appear; the pre- 
judice is juſt: pronbunce | againſt 
ſuch e iy ning bop con- 
dem em. 


Petre enk and lech pen 
gen judgment ear. But if the 
eye be not bpen to al für and hand- 
ſome ſpectacles, How ſhould you 
Heath What is fal, and bande? 
You would pratfe” Gob': Bur how 
wok you praife him? And for 

D 4 what? 


E 5 1 
what? Know you, as yet, what true ex- 
cellenceis? The attributes, as you call 
5 them, which you have learnt. in your 
catechifm, or | in the higher ſchools of 
che ſchool-· men and divines ; the at- 
tributes, I ſay, of Jus vicz, Goop- 
NESS, WiIs pon, and the like, are they 
really underſtood by you? Or do 
you talk of theſe by rote? if ſo; 
what is this but giving words 40 Go, 
not praiſe, nor-honour, nor glory? 
If the ArosrLE appeals to whatſo- 
ever is lovely, whatſoever is honeſt, 
| Toy" comely,) whatſoever is virtue, or 
projſe-worthineſs ; how ſhall we un- 
derſtand his appeal, till we have ſtu- 
died : Or do we know theſe 
things from our cradles 7 For ſince 
we were men, we never vouchſaf d 


* 
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to enquire; but took ſor granted 
that we were knowing in the matter: 
which yet, without philoſophy. tis 
impoſſible we ſhould be: ſo that 
when, without philoſophy, we make 
uſe, of theſe. high terms, and praiſe 
Go in theſe philoſophical characters 
we may be very good, and pious, 
and well meaning; but indeed we 
are little better than parrots in devo- 


Io return therefore to the picture, 
and the advice I am to give you in 
your ſtudy of that great and maſterly 
of Narukx, this world or univerſe. 

The firſt thing is, that you prepare 


= 
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and clear your lr; chat — * 
de fmple, pure, uneorrupted, and 
g uad de de webe Unt light, 
wich is to ſhine inte it. This is 
done dy virtue, meekneſs, modeſty, 
fincerity. And way being _ 
e e yoo belng od 
ſeious to yourſelf, that whilft you ſeek 
truth; be not afraid of viewing al/ 
and comparing all. For without 
e olf che falſe with the true, | 
ee y with the Zeatedus; of the 
dark and obſcure with the bright and 
Mining, we can meaſure nothing, 
nor apprehenc any ching that is ex- 
cellene. We tiny be as well Papa, 
Hhathes, Tt, er any thing le; if 


t 1 
deing at CoxsraNTINOpIE, Igpa- 
nan, or wherever the ſcat of any 
great empire is, we refuſe to look on 
Chriſtian authors, or hear their ſober 
_ apologiſts," as being contrary to the 
hiſtory impoſed on us, with an utter 
eee eee eee 
under or TRIER whatſoever. 
Mr K ie * „ tat 
muse fear being len abide; which 
is ſo wholly unworthy. of Gon, and 
concern is to look impartially into 
all authors, and upon all. nations, 
and into all parts of learning and 
human _—_ to _ and _ out 


1 
ſure we may know Gop; and know 
Jearnt R is e ee ue | 


Be n your nch . wk theſe 
= — way I have ſhewn 
you. Seek for the a in every thing, 
beginning as low as the plants, the 
fields, or even the common arts of 
mankind ; to ſee what is beautecus, 
and what contrary. * Thus, and by 
the original fountains you are arrived 
to, you will, under providence, at- 
beauty and true wiſdom for 
yourſelf; being true to virtue: and 
On s n enn 
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eee your W Sons 
and therefore in the uſe of it, re- 
commend to you the purſuit of the 
ſame thoughts, that you have ſo ho- 
ſtock afforded you: to which ow 
| _ true life and increaſe. - 


ane ai es your eee 
diſturbance will ariſe from that an- 
cient difficulty wide 1d Aan. But 


when you have well inur· d yourſelf to 
we . and ante which 
1008 


* | ' 
, b Ch : 
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give the view of its noble contrary 
(r — you bes reſt . 
that wiſdom is Ae * the beart, 
than from the bead. Feel good- 
4 will beer 
1 | . 
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Levi it is your cl Mere endeavour to 
make aequaintanee with what is good; 
chat by ſeeing perſectly, by the help 

ol reaſbn, what good is, and hat ill; 

you may prove whether that, which 

is from revelation, be not perfectly 
ard. For if fo, the very end of the 
goſpel proves its truth. And that, 
which to the vulgar is only know 
_  politive 
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poſitive precepts and commands, to 
the wiſe and uirtuous, is demonſtrahle 


by the nature of the thing. S9 that 
how can we forbear to give our aſſent 


to thaſe doctrines, and that revela- 


tion, which is deliver d to us, and en- 
forced by miracles and wonder ꝰ 


But to us, the very teſt and proof of 


velation, is from the excellence; aß 
the things reveal d: atherwiſe/ the 
wonders themſelves wauld have lit. 


_ tle effect or power: nor could they 
be thorowly depended on, were we 
even as near to them, as thoſe, who 


lived more than a thouſand years 


ſince; when they werefreſhly wrought, 
and ſtrong in the memory of men. 


This is what alone can Juſlify our 


calinels 
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we can never be too relign'd, £00. 


Mean while let your eye be imple ; 

and turn it from the 40:ov to the g 
works, which have that character. 
Dwell with honeſty, and beauty, and 
onder: ſtudy and love what is of 
thus kind; and in time you will know 
and love the Aurnox. Farewel. 


8 R 
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AM ay e with your 
writing to ae e do: "OR 
continue. 


I like your judgment and thoughts 
on the books you mention. The bi- 
ſhop of SaLIszuxv's expoſition of 
the articles is, no doubt, highly wor- 
thy of your ſtudy. None can better 
explain the ſenſe of the church, than 
one, who is the greateſt pillar of it 
fince the firſt founders; one, who 
beſt explain'd and aſſerted the refor- 
mation itſelf; was inſtru- 
| E mental 
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mental in ſaving it from Popery be- 
fore and at the revolution; and is 
primitive, pious, and learned Epiſco- 
pacy. The antidote indeed, recom- 
you remark yourſelf ; and pray have 
little to do with controverſy of any 
ſort. 


- CHILLINGWORTH ogainft Popery is 
ſufficient reading for you, and will 
teach you the beſt manner of that 
polemick divinity.. Tis enough to 
read what is goad;. and what you 
find bad lay aſide. The good you 

read will be a ſufficient prevention 
may chance come acroſs you imper- 
£304 8 ceptibly. 
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ceptibliy. Fill yourſelf with go; 
and you will carry within you ſufi- 
cient anſwer to the B; ind by + 
Reed mma ng ſc gr the ole 
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| 8 Tt r on heart nl 700 
keep it honeſt, and can lift it up to 
the Gop of trutb, as ſeeking that, 
and that only. But keep yourſelf 
from wrangling, and à controverſial 
ſpirit : for more harm is taken by a 
fierce ſour anſwer to an ill-Bobk; than 
from the book itſelf, be it ever ſo ill. 
Therefore remember, I charge vou, 
2 avoid cohtroverffil writers. 


If the” ancients, in their partly; are 


as yet out of your reach ; ſearch the 
2 E 2 modes AS, 
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woderns, that are neareſt to them. 
If you cannot converſe with the moſt 
antient, uſe the moſt modern. For 
the authors of the middle age, and 
all that fort of philoſophy, as well as 
divinity, will be of little advantage to 
you. Gain the purity of the Eugliſb, 
your own tongue; and read what- 
ever is eſteem'd polite or well writ, 
that comes abroad. Lou may give 
me an account 1 this. 


* 


en glad you e 
thoſe modern divines of our nation, 
who liv'd in this age, and were re- 
| markable for' moderation, and the 
Chriſtian en of charity and to- 
leration. * 


Do 


[ 6 1 

Do as your genius directs you! 
and if you are virtuous and good; 
your genius will guide you right. 
But whatever it be, either antient or 
modern, that you chuſe or read ; 5 
however you change your opinion 
or courſe of ſtudy; communicate, 
and you ſhall be heard willingly, and 
adviſed the beſt I am able. 


iT think 5 your genius 1 ifated 

right to you about a little pamphlet 
which, it ſeems, is commonly ſold 
with the reflections lately writ upon 
it; which, if ſhort, I would not for 
once debar you from, but have you' 
hear what is faid in anſwer, leſt you 
ſhould ſeem to yourſelf miſtaken or 
aifdent, as to the truth, For my 

E-:3+ on 
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pamphlet (whatever. air of humour 
ke may give himſelf, the better to 
take with the: polite world,) is moſt 
lincere. to virtue and religion, and 
even to the intereſt of our church. 
For many of our modern aſſertors 
of toleration have ſeemed. to leave 
us deſtitute of what he calls 4 public 
leading, or miniſiry; which notion he 
treats as mere enthuſiaſm, or horrid 

cannot be left. thus to ſhift for itſelf, 
without. the care and countenance 
of, the m 


eie 
wig are ſo far from underſtand- 
. „ 


they 
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they think it means only og by 
the ng/e. So excellent are theſe gen- 
tlemen at improving ridicule againſt 
themſelves. They care not who 
defends religion, or how it is defend- 
ed, if it be not in their . They 
cry out upon a deluge of ſcepticiſm 
breaking out and over-whelming us, 
in this witty knowing age; and yet 
they will allow no remedy proper in 
the caſe, no application to the world 
in a more genteel, polite, open, and 

baſep principles, and more falſe and 

deſtructive by far, than Epievrus; 
DeMockrrus, Anlsrir zus, er ang 

of n atheiſts. They have 
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fubverted all morality, all grounds 
of honeſty, and ſupplanted the whole 
_ doctrine of our Saviour, under pre- 
rence 'of magnifying his revelation. 
In philoſophy they give up all foun- 
dations, all principles of ſociety, and 
the very beſt arguments to prove the 
being of a Deity. And, by the way, 
this- pamphlet, which they are ſo 
offended at, is ſo ſtrong on this head, 
that the author aſſerts the Deity even 
and the power of this notion even 
over atheiſts themſelves, and by the 
very conceſſion of Eprcurvs and that 


titinue to inform me of your reading 
| of new books: nen a abe * 
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a 1 June 34, 170g. 
Received yours fince your reco- 
very, which J am glad to hear of. 
The new book you have diſcovered, 
and the account of it gave me great 
ſatisfaction. Your conjectures of it 
perhaps are not amiſs. Dr. Tin- 
Dar's principles, whatever they may 
be as to church government, are, in 
reſpe& of philoſophy and theology, 
far wide Swen the author's o oy | 
TOY” 
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In general oy it has «happend, 
that 


1 1 
that all thoſe they call free writers 
now-a-days, have eſpouſed thoſe 


 _ Principles, which Mr. Hopes ſet 


a foot in this laſt age. Mr: Locks, 

as much as I honour him on account 
of other writings (viz, on govern- 
woleration, Ge) and: as well as 
knew him, and can anſwer for his 
ſincerity as a moſt zealous Chriftian 
and believer, did however go in the 
ſelf ſame tract, and is follow'd by the 
TixnDaLs, 
free e our time. . 


— PeaIY 
hy home blow: for Mr. Hossss's 


character and baſe ſlaviſh principles 
in government took off the poyſon of 


('os 1 

his philoſophy. Twas Mr. Looks 
that ſtruck at all fundamentals, threw 
all order and virtue out of the world, 
(which are the ſame as thoſe of 
God) unnatural; and without foun- 
dation in our minds. Hinaie is a word 
he poorly plays upon: the right 
word, tho leſs uſed, is \counatural. 

For what has birth or progreſs of the 
fetus out of the womb to do in this 
caſe ? The queſtion is not about the 
time the ideas enter d, or the moment 
that one body came out of the other: 
but whether the conſtitution of man 
be ſuch, that being adult and grown 
up, at ſuch or ſuch a time, ſooner or 
later, (no matter when) the idea and 
ſenſe. of orden, nnn and a 


God,, 


"T1 
0 2, will not u Mallibly, ah 
— TTY 


Eben comes * a Ie 
Wes with his Indian, barbarian 
ſtories of wild nations, that have no 


ſuch idea, (as travellers, learned au- 


thors ] and men of truth! and great 
philoſophers! have informed him ;) 
not conſidering, that this is but @ ne- 
gattve upon a hearſay, and ſo circum- 
ſtantiated, that the faith of the Indian 
denyer may be as well queſtion'd as 
the - veracity or judgment of the 
relater; who cannot be ſuppoſed 
to know ſufficiently the myſteries 
and ſecrets of thoſe barbarians; whoſe 


language they but. imperfectly know; 
to whom we good Chriſtians have by 


our 
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our little mercy given ſufficient rea- 


ſon to conceal many ſecrets from us 


as we know particularly in reſpect of 
ſimples and vegetables: of which tho 
we got the Peruvian bark, and ſome 
other noble remedies; yet tis certain, 
that through the cruelty of the Sani- 
ards, as they have own'd themſelves, 
many ſecrets in medicinal affairs have 
been re ä 


But Mr. n who had more 
faith, and was more learn'd in mo- 
dern wonder- writers, than in antient 
philoſophy, gave up an argument for 
the Deity, which Cicero (tho? a pro- 
fels'd Sceptick) would not explode; 
and which even the chief of the Athe- 
iſtick enn antiently acknow- 
EY | 


1 1 
ank nen by cen pe, 
1 ect cl 


Tabs Mee We; to Mr. 
Leck, has fo other meaſure, law, 
of rule, than fa/b:on and cuſtom mo- 
rality, juſtice, equity, depend only on 
lum and will: and God indeed is a 
Perfect free agent in his ſenſe ; that is, 
free to any thing, that is however ill: 
for if he wills it, it will be made 
g60d; virtue thay be vice, and vice | 
virtue in its turn, if he pleaſes. And 
thus neither right nor wrong, virtue 
nor v4ee are any thing in themſelves ; 
nor is there any trace or idea of them 
naturally imprinted on human minds. 
Experience and our catechiſm teach 


: 1 — WIE 


like 


: 


FS] 
neſts and how to fly the minute they 
have full feathers, Your THeoduss, 
whom you commend ſo much, laughs 


at this; and, as modeſtly as he can 


alks a Loctiſt, whether the idea of 
woman (and what is ſought after in 
woman) be not taught alſo by ſome 


catechiſm, and dictated to the man. 
Perhaps if we had no /ebools of Venus, 


nor ſuch horrid lewd books, or lewd 
companions ; we might have no un- 
derſtanding of this, till we were 
taught by our parents: and if the 
tradition ſhould happen to be loſt 3 
the race of mankind might periſh in 
a ſober nation. This is very poor 
philoſophy. But the gibberiſh of the 
ſchook, for theſe ſeveral centuries, 


has, 
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has, in thoſe latter days of liberty, 
made any contrary philoſophy - of 
good reliſh, and highly ſavoury with 
all men of wit; fuch as have been 
 emancipated from that egregious 
form of intellectual bondage. But 
1 e are on a better ane | 


af 1 — ae me 
I would not have you inquire further, 
as yet, after that book, entituled, an 
mquiry : Becauſe it was an imperfect 
thing, brought into the world many 


years ſince, contrary to the author's 
deſign, in his abſence beyond ſea, 
and in a diſguis d diforder'd ſtyle. It 
may one day perhaps be ſet righter; 
ſince other things have made it to be 
inquired aſter. Have patience in 
t the 


the mean while, and continue your 
ſtudies. Diſpute with no body on 
any ſubject. 1 your remarks to 
yourſelf; and ; and cultivate the good 
maxims and principles you have re- 
ceived. Be humble in all your man- 
ners, geſture, and behaviour: for that 
chiefly ſuits with the character de- 
ſign d. Gop guide you in all true 
piety, moderation, and virtue. Fare- 
wel, | LEOHED A FITS i 
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3 30, I 76g. 
T Hearty approv'd your method 
and deſign, and continue to do fo. 
Get what you can of the Greek lan- 
guage: tis the fountain of all; not 
only of polite learning and philoſo- 
phy, but of divinity alſo, as being 
the language of our ſacred oracles. 
For even the old teſtament is in its 
| beſt and trueſt language in the Sep- 
tuagint. All that you can get of lei- 
ſure from other exerciſe and the 
required 


[ 83 1 
required ſchool-learning, apply to 


Greek. 


The few good books of our di- 
vines and moralifts, which you have 
diſcovered by your own ſagacity, will 
ferve you both for * and 
thought. 


Dr. Morz's Enchiridion Ethicum, 
is a right good piece of found mo- 
rals ; tho the doctor himſelf in other 
Engliſh pieces, could not abide by 
it; but made different excurſions 
into other regions, and was perhaps 
as great an enthuſiaſt, as any of thoſe, 
whom he wrote againſt. However, 
he was a learned and a good man. 


F 2 Remem- 


. 


* 
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Funn my former cautions 


ho recommendations: and endea- 


vour above all things to avoid the 
conceit and pride, which is almoſt 


naturally inherent to the function and 


calling you are about to undertake. 
And ſince we think fit to call it prieft- 
Sood, fee that it be of ſuch a kind, 
as may not make you ſay or think of 
yourſelf in the preſence of another, 
that you are bolier than be. Tis a 


folemn part; but ſee and beware, 
that the /olemnity do not abuſe you.. 


And 'remember, that Hz, whom 


you own to be your: maſter and le- 


giſlator, made no laws relating to 


civil power, or interfering ' with it. 


So that all the preheminence, wealth, 
or penſion, which you receive, or 


E 

expect to receive, by help of this aſ- 
ſum'd character, is from the publick, 
whence both the authority and pro- 
fit is derived ; and on which it legal- 
ly depends ; all other pretenſions of 
prieſts being Jewiſh and Heatheniſh, 
and in our ſtate ſeditious, diſloyal, and 
factious ; ſuch as is that ſpirit, which 
now reigns in our univerſities, and 
where the high-church men (as they 
are call'd) are prevalent. But to 
this (thank Gop) our parliament, 
interpoſing at this inſtant, gives a 
check, by proceeding againſt Dr. 
S, and advancing Mr. H—y, of 
whom I have often ſpoke to you. 


No more now, but Gop bleſs 
your ſtudies and endeavours. Ne- 
4 ver 
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ver was more need of a fpirit of mo- 
deration and Chriſtianity among thoſe, 
who are entring on the minifterial 
function; fince the contrary ſpirit has 
poſſeſsd almoſt the whole prieſthood, 
beyond all former phanaticks. Gop 
that temper, life, and manners, which 
become it. Farewel. 
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Jiu 10th, 1710 
Believ'd indeed, it was your ex- 
pecting me every day at ****, 
that prevented your writing, ſince 
you received orders from the good 
biſhop, my lord of SALIszuxv; 
who as he has done more, than 
any man living, for the good and 
honour of the church of Ex LAND 
and the reform'd religion; ſo he now 
ſuffers more than any man from 
the tongues and ſlander of thoſe un- 
grateful church-men ; who may well 
eas ONION 
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of diſtinction, having no claim to 
that of Chriſtianity or Proteſtant ; 
fince they have thrown off all the 
temper of the former, and all con- 
cern or intereſt with the latter. 


I hope whatever advice the great 
and good biſhop gave you, will ſink 
deeply into your mind: and that 
your receiving orders from the hands 
of ſo worthy a prelate will be one of 
the circumſtances, which may help 
to inſure your ſteadineſs in honeſty, 
good principles, moderation, and 
true Chriſtianity ; which are now ſet 
at nought, and at defiance, by the far 
greater part and numbers of that 
og of clergy calbd the church of 


ENGLAND ; 


E 
ENGLAND 3 who no more eſteem 
themſelves a Proteſtant church, or 
in union with thoſe of Proteſtant 
communion; tho' they pretend to 
the name of Chriſtian, and would 
have us judge of the ſpirit of Chriſ- 
tianity from theirs : which Gop pre- 

vent! leſt good men ſhould in time 
forſake Chriſtianity IO their 
means. 


As for my part of kindneſs 55 
friendſhip to you; I ſhall be ſuffici- 
ently recompenſed, if you prove (as 
you have ever promis'd) a virtuous, 

- pious, ſober, and ſtudious man, as be- 
comes the ſolemn charge belonging 
to you. But you have been brought 
into the world, and come into orders, 

Gy hot ll 
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in the worſt time for inſolenoe, riot, 
pride, and preſumption of clergy- 
men, that I ever knew, or have read 
of; tho I have ſearched far into the 
characters of high church men from 
the firſt centuries, in Which they 
grew to be dignify d with crowns 
and purple, to the late times of our 
reformation, and to our preteen age. 


The thorough knowledge you 
have had of me, and the direction of 
all my ſtudies and life to the promo- 
tion of religion, virtue, and the good 
of mankind, will (1 hope) be of ſome 
good example to you: at leaſt i it will 
be a hindrance to your being ſeduc'd 
by infamies and calumnies; fuch as 
are 9 * che men call'd mo- 

N derate, 
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derate, and in their ſtyle indifferent in 
religion, heterodox, and heretical. 


I pray Gop to bleſs you in your 
new function with all the true virtue, 
humility, moderation, and meekneſs, 


which becomes it. I am your hear- 


ty friend. 


F I N N 8; 
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